Removal of glomus tumor in the lower tracheal segment with a flexible bronchoscope: report of two cases.
Tracheal glomus tumor is an extremely rare neoplasm resected mostly by open surgery or through rigid bronchoscopy. We report two cases presenting with polypoid masses arising from the tracheal membrane in the posterior wall of the lower tracheal segment. The tumor was removed by high-frequency electrocautery and flexible bronchoscopic argon-plasma coagulation, and follow-up bronchoscopy and chest CT did not reveal tumor recurrence 12 months after the operation. In patients with tracheal glomus tumor who have poor surgical tolerance or are not willing to receive an open surgery, flexible bronchoscopic tumor removal can be a good alternative to relieve the airway obstruction symptoms.